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. A Nose for News and Ps
7 By RICHARD HALLORAN W
: Special 9 The Now York Times agencies
| WASHINGTON, June 13— About 10 - er on ways of calcula
‘ M:: : efforts since M
- does not publish data that would help.
: Fow Got Really Excited
. Asitturned out, few news organiza-
i tions got really excited by the briefing
this m.«»&'&mdm,
United Press International and Reu-
ters did not transmit until two
hours or more after the . They
that the unnamed defense
cial had asserted that Soviet mili-
tary production. after a lull. had

begun to expand
_ make weapons

officer said he been told to say
only that it would be on ‘“back-
: ** and that the source would be
cwt'!ﬁedu “‘a senior defense offi-
Urged to put the briefing on the

record, with the name, title and affili- linked to
ation of the source made public, Pen-
. tagon officials said the

wanted such information kept out of

tion’s mili .
In addition, news articies in Thurs-

day igsues of lea Dnewspa|
the news. could be ‘,nnlgcould spl;ﬁﬁ
Intended to Influence items on 0 news. But television

The Defense networks have seemed uninterested

State Department, the National Se- ures do not ot

umwc‘:mﬁtrgﬂomenge;dum. ‘ mgvm:"m;!‘nemselmwm.

- takesmedthe initiative in W”"‘“‘ mnoo'mfﬁ- The New York Times declined to

cials to disclose information intended
to influence policies under debate.

In this case, the Defense Depart-

ment authorization bill, which ap-

cations.
- proves Pentagon programs, has - In the Def
' passed the House and the last e the ense De-
throes of Cal)lgressional i(sleit:llate inthe Dartment Bas twice invited reporters
to ba sessions in which offi-
Senate. Consideration of the defense Clals s1ons in offi-

als of the C.ILA. and D.I.A. have

riation bill, which des  gqr

s, has Degun in conmitio, 4% candidly laid out their positions in an
So the briefing seemed intended to

. buttress

eudo-Ne:

A& gy

to_hel llth
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In other cases, reporters
taken the initiative in asking officials
to ;:gmn complicated issues. The of-
ficials have often agreed on condition
that they, and sometimes their
cies, not be identified because

wanted to stay out
bate. y of the public de-

While the session today seemed to
some reporters to have political over-
tones, the Pentagon, as have other de-
partments in similar situations in the
past, nevertheless imposed the rule
that the source could not be named.,

That meant that neither the De-
fense ent nor the office in-
volved nor the official himself could
ge held accountable for the informa-

on . The Pentagon would
have its versjon of the information re-
pt:lrtedwiﬂmtbeingsubjecttorebm-

This practice has become routine' in
Washington largely because news pr-
ganizations, in most instances, have
mﬁ to decline invitations

efings and have only infre-
Quently protested the grmm{ rules.




